
Iowa pharmacists can vaccinate 
across the lifespan

• Iowa statewide protocols authorize pharmacists to order
and administer: influenza vaccines for patients 6 months
and older; most ACIP routine adult vaccines for patients
18 and older; travel vaccines; and completion (final two
doses) of the HPV series for patients 11 and older.

• Pharmacists are trained and obtain continuing
education.

Pharmacy’s standard of care and 
accountability

• Iowa law sets clear standard of care expectations for
pharmacy practice. Pharmacists must act in the best
interest of patients, use evidence based recommenda-
tions, and document care just like other licensed health
professionals.

• Vaccinations are administered under statewide protocols
with screening, informed consent, and post-vaccination
monitoring.

• Pharmacists are accountable to the Iowa Board of
Pharmacy, follow CDC best practices, and report
adverse events through established systems.

Answers to common questions 
from policymakers

• Vaccination at the pharmacy is voluntary and patient-	
driven. Pharmacists provide access, not mandates.

• Patient safety comes first. Pharmacists administer
FDA-authorized or approved vaccines and follow CDC
and ACIP clinical recommendations, screening, and
emergency preparedness standards.

• Pharmacies expand access to care—especially in rural
communities—while complementing, not replacing, a
patient’s primary care team.

• Vaccination is documented and reported to immuniza-
tion information systems and shared with other
providers to support continuity of care.

What the evidence shows:
• Pharmacy vaccination programs increase

immunization uptake, including among
people who would not otherwise be vacci-
nated or who missed vaccination the prior
year.

• Meta-analyses and systematic reviews
show pharmacist involvement is associat-
ed with higher influenza, pneumococcal,
and shingles vaccination rates.

• Influenza vaccination reduces the risk
of medically attended influenza. Annual
vaccination is recommended for everyone
6 months and older.

Ask your pharmacist today:
• Which vaccines am I due for based on age,

health conditions, and travel plans?
• Can I get my flu shot and other recom-

mended vaccines at the same visit?
• How can my vaccinations be shared with

my doctor’s office?

Vaccines
At Your
Pharmacy
Accessible. Convenient. Trusted. Patient Choice.

Learn More: Contact IPA@iarx.org or 515-270-0713.
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